
 
NASS provides accurate, timely, useful and objective statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at 

http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for “NASS Data User Community.” USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 

 

NEWS RELEASE 
United States Department of Agriculture 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE 
In Cooperation with the West Virginia Department of Agriculture 

West Virginia Field Office 
1900 Kanawha Blvd E 

Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Charmaine Wilson 
February 1, 2021 (304) 357-5126 

 
 

WEST VIRGINIA CATTLE INVENTORY 
 
Charleston, West Virginia – Cattle inventory in West Virginia as of January 1, 2021 totaled 375,000 
head, down 20,000 head from the January 1, 2020 inventory. All cows and heifers that have calved 
totaled 195,000 head, down 10,000 head from January 1, 2020. 
 
Comparing January 1, 2021 to January 1, 2020: beef cows that have calved totaled 190,000 head, 
down 9,000 head; milk cows that have calved totaled 5,000 head, down 1,000 head; all heifers 500 
pounds and over totaled 56,000 head, down 3,000 head; beef replacement heifers totaled 32,000 
head, down 2,000 head; milk replacement heifers totaled 2,000 head, down 1,000 head; other 
heifers totaled 22,000 head, unchanged; steers 500 pounds and over totaled 44,000 head, 
unchanged; bulls 500 pounds and over totaled 14,000 head, down 1,000 head; calves less than 500 
pounds totaled 66,000 head, down 6,000 head. Cattle on feed for slaughter totaled 5,000 head, up 
1,000 head from 2020. 
 
The 2020 calf crop totaled 175,000 head, down 20,000 head from the 2019 calf crop. 
 
United States – All cattle and calves in the United States as of January 1, 2021 totaled 93.6 million 
head, slightly below the 93.8 million head on January 1, 2020. All cows and heifers that have 
calved, at 40.6 million head, were slightly below the 40.7 million head on January 1, 2020. 
 

Comparing January 1, 2021, to January 1, 2020: beef cows that have calved totaled 31.2 million 
head, down 1 percent; milk cows that have calved totaled 9.44 million head, up 1 percent; all heifers 
500 pounds and over totaled 20.0 million head, slightly down; beef replacement heifers totaled 5.81 
million head, up slightly; milk replacement heifers totaled 4.60 million head, down 2 percent; other 
heifers totaled 9.58 million head, up 1 percent; steers 500 pounds and over totaled 16.6 million head, 
up slightly; bulls 500 pounds and over totaled 2.21 million head, down 1 percent; calves less than 
500 pounds totaled 14.2 million head, down 1 percent. Cattle and calves on feed for slaughter in all 
feedlots totaled 14.7 million head, slightly up. The combined total of calves under 500 pounds and 
other heifers and steers over 500 pounds (outside of feedlots) was 25.7 million head, down slightly. 
 
The 2020 calf crop in the United States was estimated at 35.1 million head, down 1 percent from the 
previous year's calf crop. Calves born during the first half of 2020 were estimated at 25.8 million head, 
down 1 percent from the first half of 2019. Calves born during the second half of 2020 were estimated 
at 9.39 million head, 27 percent of the total 2020 calf crop. 
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